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President Carlos Reina has made several concessions to the political opposition Partido Nacional
(PN) to gain support for ratification of a constitutional amendment abolishing forced military
recruitment. Although both sides deny the existence of any pact, the PN agreed to support the
amendment the same day that the president disbanded a governmental commission on corruption
investigating the former PN government of ex-president Rafael Callejas. And, at the request of
the PN, the president announced a substantial increase in the military budget to raise salaries for
enlisted men.
When President Reina took office in January 1994, he promised to "eradicate corruption" and
eliminate the abuse of power by the armed forces by subordinating important military powers to
civilian authority. In May 1994, as part of this process, the National Assembly voted unanimously in
favor of a proposed constitutional amendment to eliminate obligatory military service, ending a 30year practice of forced recruitment by the armed forces (see NotiSur, 06/03/94). However, in August,
under pressure by the military, the president temporarily allowed recruitment to be reinstated until
congress ratified the reforms (see NotiSur, 08/12/94). And, in November 1994, 6,350 young Honduran
men were selected by lottery for induction into the armed forces.
The measure to abolish obligatory military service is now before the congress for final ratification,
which in this case requires two-thirds approval (86 votes) by the 128-member congress. Since the
governing Partido Liberal (PL) has only 71 deputies in the congress, passage depends on support
from at least some members of the PN, which has 55 congressional seats. When the anti-draft
amendment was introduced for ratification, the PN, a longtime ally of the armed forces, threatened
to vote against it. PN leader and former presidential candidate Oswaldo Ramos Soto, who supported
the abolition of the draft in the last campaign and who plans to run in the 1997 elections said that
after further reflection, he would now vote against it.
Other PN members reported being subjected to heavy pressure from the military to vote against
ratification. The military hierarchy has insisted that it did not attempt to coerce anyone to vote
against the bill. According to Army chief Mario Hung Pacheco, "To speak of pressures at this point
seems absurd. We are not exerting pressure, we are making suggestions and we think the legislators
are intelligent enough to listen to our suggestions." But suddenly on March 8, PN leaders changed
again, announcing that they would now vote to ratify the amendment to end forced recruitment.
That same day the president issued a decree officially dissolving the governmental commission
against corruption. Information gathered by the commission was the basis on which the Public
Ministry subsequently brought charges of corruption against former president Callejas and several
of his cabinet ministers (see NotiSur, 02/03/95 and 12/16/94).
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Although both the government and the PN denied any connection between the two decisions,
political observers insist the link is too obvious to be disavowed. According to the presidential
decree, the functions of the now defunct commission will be assumed by an Ad-Hoc Commission
Against Violence and Delinquency, which was sworn in March 6. However, the Archbishop
of Tegucigalpa, Oscar Rodriguez, who will head the new commission, said that investigating
corruption is not a function of that committee. The Ad Hoc Commission includes members of the
government, the military, and religious and private sector groups. The day after dissolving the
governmental commission on corruption, the president announced that he would increase the
armed forces' budget to satisfy a demand by the PN to increase monthly salaries for soldiers from
50 lempiras (about US$5.50) to 700 lempiras (about US$77). The proposed increase would raise the
military budget from US$35.2 million to US$49.2 million. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/23/95;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/28/95; Agence France-Presse,
02/23/95, 03/02/95, 03/03/95, 03/05/95, Notimex, 03/06/95; Reuter, 03/07/95)
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